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CHERISHING THE DIVINE WITHIN ALL

Inspired by the Gospel mandates to LOVE, SERVE, and TEACH, Catholic Charities provides care and services to IMPROVE the LIVES of Marylanders in need.

A reading of The Mitten by Education Coordinator Linda Miller to three-year-old
Daniel is one many learning exercises for students at Carroll County Head Start
and Early Head Start Center. (HoTo BY RENEE JOHNSON)

A ray of sunshine

Carroll County Head Start Director Liza Frye believes that the actions
of Education Coordinator Linda Miller embody the value to love:

“Early every morning at 6:30 a.m.—
before everyone else arrives—a warm,
energetic aura envelopes Carroll
County Head Start and Early Head

Start Center. This figurative light is cast

by Education Coordinator Linda Miller,
who’s on a mission. Whether she’s
supporting her staff, checking on
classrooms, or making everyone else’s
day better (which is often unassumingly
executed), each task is undertaken with
the mantra to love, serve, and teach.

“Every child and staff member in the
program is individually and collectively
considered as Linda supports her
staff in creating a balance between
meeting children’s needs and guiding
them toward scholastic success. She’s
the go-to person for any problem,
question, good news or emergency.
Her welcoming spirit, listening ear,
professional know-how, and open
heart are rooted in love.” &

To learn more about Carroll County Early Head Start, visit cc-md.org/CarrollCoHeadStart

I may be able to speak the languages of men and even angels, but if | have no love,

DEAR FRIENDS:

... this does me no good.
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“The purpose of our mission integration efforts is to discuss,
reinforce and celebrate not only what we do as an organization
but also why we do this work, what we are working towards
and how we do that work. These ideas are represented by our
mission, our values, our vision and our philosophy of service.
The why and the how are particularly important, | think. We
do this work because of our fundamental belief in the dignity
of every person, and we do our very best to serve with both
competence and compassion.

We do this work with love.”

—LKristen Kinkopf, Mission Integration Director

DUR VISiOoN

Mission Integration Director Kristen Kinkopf adjusts a
conference room display of Catholic Charities’ Mission, Vision,
and Values, stating, “The first step in Mission Integration
started a couple of years ago by simply putting the words of
our mission, vision and values on the walls in programs and
departments across Catholic Charities, to make them visible.
These words remind us every day of what we have in common
across programs and service areas and what binds us together
as Catholic Charities.”

A caring touch

Stevie McDonald, Gallagher

A We]coming presence

Warren Wheeler models
the Mission in action to

his co-workers at Our
Daily Bread. Working as
a program assistant for the
past 17 years, he greets a
daily average of 700 guests
as they enter and exit Our
Daily Bread’s dining room.
Ensuring that guests are fed
within a two-hour period is
no casy task. Considering the
many people and situations
Warren encounters, he is

known for his warm engaging
personality.
The following remarks

Program Assistant Warren
Wheeler keeps a steady flow
of diners at Our Daily Bread,
remarking, “l love interacting with
the people who come here.”

about Warren were read
at the Mission Integration
reception on January
23 at Our Daily Bread
Employment Center.

[

“Warren never turns anyone away and is so kindhearted,”
says ODBEC Volunteer Manager Kim Kabhl. “It’s obvious
that he believes everyone has worth.”

|

ODB Program Manager John Soboleski witnessed
Warren take time from his lunch break to provide relief
from the summer heat to a man who was curled up on the
sidewalk under a scrawny tree. “Warren gave him ice cream
which was a simple yet powerful gesture.”

|

Security Assistant Nathaniel Baker, who works the
line with Warren, says, “We are in the trenches every day,
working hard, and it requires dedication. Warren definitely
has a heart for this work.”

[

Our Daily Bread Director Sabree Akinyele says,
“Warren embodies what it is to do God’s work. So many
times when I'm entering the building, he remarks ‘God has

me here to help.”” /4

To leam more about Our Daily Bread, visit cc-md.orglourdailybread

Making a “passion"-forward
statement

Wristbands with

At the close of worship service, Gallagher

Services Spiritual Development Coordinator
Stevie McDonald (foreground) watches
congregant Jinn Yoo extinguish the altar

candles. (PHOTO BY RENEE JOHNSON)

Services spiritual development
coordinator, finds that she often learns
life lessons from those she serves.

"How does one who is intellectually
challenged react to having a dear friend
in her group home move out? Linda
prays for her, out loud in prayer service
explaining she is sad and misses her
friend. We are all sitting in a circle sharing
our prayers together. A kind lady with
special needs who is sitting next to her
reaches out her hand and smiles, letting
her know that she too is her friend.

“That is love both in prayer and in
action. They are our teachers.”

To learn more about Gallagher Services, visit
cc-md.org/developmental-disabilities

For more information on programs and events, visit cc-md.org

the phrase “Am
| Cherishing the
Divine Within
All?”” were
distributed to
employees,
serving as a
visual prompt to
always keep the
Mission in mind.




“Love in yet another of its infinitely diverse forms”

An abundant heart

Catholic Charities’ Project Believe provides supportive permanent
housing for homeless men and women and families with disabilities.
Through outreach in the community, two women who were living under
the overpass of the Jones Falls Expressway were assisted. Tanya Ritter,
director of Community Housing, tells their story:

One of the women had arrived in
Baltimore from New York with the
promise of a room only to find out it was
a scam, resulting in her living at a shelter.

Here she met and befriended the other
woman. Soon they both opted to live under
the expressway bridge.

They both came to Project Believe
for assistance, but the woman from New
York left our program for her own housing,
leaving her friend behind.

On a snowy Friday, Case Manager Wanda Brewton went
to check on the remaining woman who now had an apartment
through Project Believe. The purpose of the visit was to make

sure that the woman had enough food to
last through the inclement weather. On
arriving, Ms. Brewton was struck by the
emptiness of the room and the powerful
presence of a single Bible with the word Believe
embossed on the cover. This woman was living
on her faith alone. Ms. Brewton left and soon returned with
groceries. While the woman was excited about receiving the
food, she quickly knocked on a neighbor’s door, generously
offering her some of her just received groceries.

In reflection, I think of this woman as a prophet who causes
me to be mindful that abundance is not a matter of money. It is a
matter of gratitude, love, and faith. One can come from nothing

and still stand with pride. Y 4

For more information on Project Serve contact Tanya Ritter, 410-261-6761

or visit cc-md.org/Believe

Catholic Charities Chaplin Fr. Ray Chase
tells the audience at the Basilica Place
Remembrance service that recently
deceased residents will be remembered for
the “good things that they’ve done and the
contributions they made.”

Precious memories

A REMEMBRANCE PROGRAM

To learm more about Catholic Charities Senior Housing Communities,
visit cc-md.orglsenior-housing

A central thread between the young and the old

For more information on programs and events, visit cc-md.org
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Monday, March 31, 2014

AN EVENING WifH CATHOLIC CHARITIES

Baltimore Marriott Waterfront
700 Aliceanna Street, Baltimore, MD 21202

Cocktails 6:00 p.m.

Dinner 7: 00 p.m.
RSVP by March 20, 2014

Tickets $75 per person
$750 per table of 10

For more information
call 410-625-8487
cc-md.org/annualdinner

Saturday, March 8, 2014
7:00 p.m.-=11:00 p.m.

Our Daily Bread Employment Center
725 Fallsway, Baltimore, MD 21202

Featuring the cu]inary talents qf
top Baltimore cbgfs

Tickets $200
$2,000 for a table of 10

RSVP by March | to
Ellen Torres
410-625-8453
ellentorres@cc-md.org
or visit cc-md.org/dinner
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